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induce my friends to imagine in their innocence, and this in
France, in Russia, and in England, that I am of the female sex,
The malice of my enemies has confirmed all this. . . .' * If the
Gx*eat Master of the universe has not endowed me with all the
external vigour of manhood, He has amply made amends by gift-
ing my head and heart. I am what the hands of God have
made nle; satisfied with my weakness, I would not exchange
it for the dangerous strength of Marshal Saxe, even were it in
my power to do so.3 *

Most accounts agree, the one being taken from the
other, that D'Eon's attainments included an acquaint-
ance with ancient and modern languages. That this
was not the case is evidenced by the contents of his
library and the almost complete absence, amongst his
MSS., of any note of quotation except in French or
Latin ; while forty years' residence in England did not
suffice to teach him English.

A few reflections, written at intervals of time, might
assist us in passing judgment on a life of so rare adven-
ture, for tVere well, if we would be just, to estimate
each touch of character at its true proportions, for entry
whether on the credit or on the debtor side of the
tnoralist's ledger,

* 1. So long as a kingdom is nnder the doininatioii of a
woman, all will go well. Why ? Because it is then that men
Will govern. (Written at St. Petersburg.)

'2. Nothing so much shows the sound judgment of a man, as
to know how to choose between two evils.

c 3. Freedom may be preserved, ieven where there is esteem
and regard.

c 4. An energetic will suffices to put into execution an object
in view, but should anything chance to check it, force must
absolutely be resorted to ; and ^hen I speak of force, I mean
the force that is to be obtained from the consideration in which

1 See p. 213." B'Eon to the Count de Broglio, February 1O, 1775.
Broglie, ii. 563, also pf, 218, 235. their charity, is dead rather than living.
